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Holstein Canada Announces Departure of CEO 
  

Brantford, ON 
 
The board of directors of Holstein Canada wish to inform you of a leadership transition. CEO, Sartaj Sarkaria, 
is no longer with Holstein Canada.  We are grateful for her service and contributions to the association during 
her tenure as CEO and wish her the best in her future endeavors.   
 
The Board will begin a search for new leadership immediately.  In the interim, we continue to value and 
support the leadership brought to Holstein Canada by our Co-COO’s, Linda Markle and Chris Bartels. Please 
be assured that our mission, programs, and operations continue without interruption. We remain deeply 
committed to serving our members and partners across all regions and advancing the work we do together. 
 
As we look to the future, this transition offers a valuable opportunity to build on the strong foundation that 
has been established. We are entering an exciting chapter for Holstein Canada, one where we will continue to 
grow, adapt, and pursue new opportunities that align with our mission and the evolving needs of our 
members.  To that end, the Board is developing a new three-year strategic plan and is taking critical steps to 
bring enhancements to our processes and governance policies.   
 
On behalf of our Board of Directors, I want to thank each of you for your support and partnership.  With your 
continued partnership and the dedication of our team, we are confident in a bright path forward. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 

 
Gilles Côté 
President, Holstein Association of Canada 
 
**********************************************************************************************  
About Holstein Canada  

With a membership of more than 9,200, Holstein Canada is responsible for maintaining the Holstein Herdbook under the Federal 

Animal Pedigree Act of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. Holstein Canada provides its members with a wide range of services, 

helping them manage and advance their herds through innovative genetic improvement programs. For more information, 

please visit our website or follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.  
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