
Improving Canada’s 
Shows: Class Changes 
Coming in 2021
THE HOLSTEIN CANADA SHOW & JUDGING COMMITTEE is excited 

to reveal our new class structure plan, coming into effect for the 2021 

show season. These new classes maintain the existing heifer classes, 

offer a better platform for young cows, and respect the older cows.

For the past two years, the members of our Committee took an in-

depth look at show classes. Four resolutions were brought forward by 

the Holstein Canada membership at the 2018 Annual General Meeting, 

asking us to evaluate the traditional class structure to see if it still 

represents the needs of today’s dairy industry or if there was a way to 

make it better. 

Two Extra Milking Classes
The Show & Judging Committee has divided the younger milking 

classes into more appropriate groups for date of calving. By adding 

these two new milking classes, the Committee hopes to make shows 

more relevant to industry trends related to calving dates. Seeing 

more young cows is bene� cial with today’s quick sire rotations, while 

maintaining the older cow classes displays the animals as they develop.

Heifer Classes: Changes in Name Only!
There are no changes to the dates of heifer classes, but the Committee 

has changed the names of the classes to represent the season in which 

the calf was born. As it is, heifers are grouped in three-month windows; 

though this a short time frame, we have every con� dence that judges 

place them by correct conformation and development for their age 

group. As such, we saw no value in changing this structure.

These decisions were based on the input of exhibitors and Holstein 

Canada members, through the participation in the panel sessions. The 

hard work and dedication of the Committee members made it possible 

to present this new plan with con� dence, and we are eager for the 2021 

show season!
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